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Art Unit: 3762 

DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement filed 04/23/04 fails to comply with 37 CFR 
1 .98(a)(2), which requires a legible copy of each cited foreign patent document; each 
non-patent literature publication or that portion which caused it to be listed; and all other 
information or that portion which caused it to be listed. It has been placed in the 
application file, but the information struck-through therein has not been considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in tiiis or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

States. 

3. Claims 1 3-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Franconi et al. (U.S. Pat. 5,186,181 hereinafter "Franconi"). 

4. Regarding claims 1 3-1 8, 20-22, Franconi discloses a radio frequency 
thermotherapy device containing two or more coils one being the primary and one being 
the proximate secondary (Col. 29, II. 23-26), connected to a power supply (Col. 29, II. 
41-49), and a means tuning the RF fields established by the windings that can be 
located in an external housing (Col. 29, II. 23-26 & 41-49). Franconi further discloses 
that the tuning means can be a tuning capacitor or other tuning means that balances the 
power source to the external load (Col. 20, II. 37-44; Col. 29, II. 47-49). Franconi also 
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discloses tliat the tuning is optimized for each coil to provide therapeutic support based 
on tissue size, shape, and depth (Col. 8, II. 33-37). 

5. In regards to claim 19, Franconi discloses that differentiating the number of turns 
of the coils, changes the energy transfer of the coils (Col. 24, II. 33-35). 

6. Examiner notes that a balun is a device for converting a balanced source to an 
unbalanced source. (Dictionary.com Unabridged (v 1.0.1) Based on the Random 
House Unabridged Dictionary, © Random House, Inc. 2006.) The tuning capacitors or 
other tuning means that balance the power source to the external load fall under this 
limitation. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rex Holmes whose telephone number is 571-272-8827. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Angela Sykes can be reached on 571-272-4955. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-dlrect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3762 



r 



Examiner 
Art Unit 3762 



